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Diggers and Greeks: The Australian 
Campaign in Greece and Crete

Little is known about the
real reasons that Aus-
tralia committed troops
to Greece. Australian his-
torians have, for too
long, neglected the
Greek and Crete cam-
paigns and what has
been written until now,
has ignored the Greek
side of the story. 

N
ever before has the
impact of fifth-col-
umn activity on

Australia’s military relation-
ship with Greece been inves-
tigated. This compelling
book combines details of the
campaigns with an account
of the response of Greeks
and Cretans to the Allied
forces on their soil. It reveals
the personal relations that
developed between Aus-
tralian soldiers and Greek
civilians and soldiers; these
were sometimes hostile but
in other cases developed into
friendships that lasted
decades after the war had
finished. Maria Hill has
trawled through archives in
Athens and Canberra to
show that while miscommu-
nication between the Greek
General Staff and the allied
forces was frequent, the situ-
ation on the ground was far

more complex. Her book al-
so shows why the campaigns
on mainland Greece and
Crete compelled people to
behave in altruistic ways,
even when it meant placing
themselves in danger. It
proves that it is possible to
form successful relations
with people of a completely
different culture in conflict
situations, and that those re-
lationships are important
and should be nurtured, as
they are vital to the wellbe-
ing of all involved.

Maria Hill is a profession-
al historian and is an accred-
ited member of the Profes-
sional Historians Associa-
tion (PHA) of NSW. She is
currently Visiting Fellow at
UNSW@ADFA (Australian
Defence Force Academy).
Her primary expertise is in

the field of Australian histo-
ry, mainly twentieth century
and specifically on the Sec-
ond World War and Aus-
tralian immigration. She also
has extensive experience as
an educator and has taught
widely in NSW secondary
schools as well as TAFE and
at UNSW. As well as being a
‘content expert’ in history
she is able to provide advice
and assessment of educa-
tional programs for institu-
tions and individual clients.

She has extensive oral his-
tory interview experience as
part of her Honours and
PhD research with her oral
history interviews having
passed the stringent require-
ments of the Ethics Secre-
tariat at UNSW. Maria has
written for the educational
market and is willing to re-
search and write history text-
books for all states and terri-
tories.

Article from The Greek Reporter

Christina Klein Rocks Europe
Christina Klein is better known by her

stage name LaFee. She is a 19 year-old
singer/songwriter who has sold more than
1 million albums worldwide. She is best
known as the lead singer of LaFee and
she is most famous in mainland Europe,
particularly in German-speaking coun-
tries.

Klein was born in Stolberg in the dis-
trict of Aachen, Nordrhein-Westfalen.
Her father, Bernd Klein, is German while
her mother, Keriakoulla, is Greek.She is
the younger of two children. Her older
brother is called Andreas

At the age of nine, the star of Greek de-
scent began sending out demo tapes to
television shows leading her to perform
on three of them. She participated in Kid-
dy Contest, an Austrian children’s TV
singing competition, in September 2004
at the age of thirteen, performing
“Handy”, a parody of Barry Manilow’s
“Mandy”. It was this television appear-
ance, that lead to her being discovered by
German music producer Bob Arnz. And
than she worked on her first album.

LaFee’s first greatest hits collection,
Best Of - LaFee, was released in Novem-
ber 2009.
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